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Saturday, December 19 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
 

—Durham Fire Department with Santa is  
scheduled to lead a small caravan through the  
Grove Park streets.  (Tour maps will be 
 supplied.)  
  
Luminaries 
 

—Will be placed & removed by committee  
members at neighborhood entrances &  
monuments from 12-19 through 12-25 
  
Holiday  decoration maps 
 

—Household members, if you wish to have your 
home included on the tour map please email  
annecschneider@yahoo.com. 
  

Are you ready for something new and different? Have you tried all the new 
recipes that caught your eye? Have you made a sizable dent in that stack of 
books you have been holding onto for much too long? Are you even running 
out of yarn and new patterns to try? 
 
There is a wonderful article which has appeared in a number of  
publications. It is called “Continue Your Life’s Education With Free Online 
Classes”. I first read it in The New York Times a couple of months ago. It 
can be easily found online.  
 
This article introduces a number of websites with everything from life  
lessons to free courses from accredited institutions around the world. You 
can take some classes for free, or pay a fee to include graded lessons and a 
completion certificate. There is a wealth of information available, even  
including The Museum Computer Network site. Something there may bring 
a wonderful new interest into your life. Please take a look if you are  
interested! 
 
We are wishing you and your loved ones health and 
happiness. As we continue our journey, may we look for 
bright spots and  opportunities to make worthwhile 
memories along the way. Many opportunities come in 
the form of challenges. May we not miss them. 
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Hello Fellow Residents, 
 
Welcome to the 2020 Winter Edition of the Grove Park newsletter. As the year comes to a close, it has undoubtedly been a real 
challenge for all of us. We never imagined anything like what’s happening all over the world right now.  
This year, your Board of Directors had some very challenging and difficult decisions to make. In making these decisions, our 
top priority was the health and safety of our Grove Park residents.  
I’m going to review some of the challenges and projects we were able to complete this year.  
 
Pool/Clubhouse 
One of our first challenges was should we or should we not open the pool. We, the board of directors and management team 
spent almost 40 hours in Zoom meetings and email exchanges discussing how to open the swimming pools while still  
maintaining a safe environment.   
To open the pools, we had to be in total compliance with the Governor’s and City of Durham’s Executive Orders. We  
implemented a reservation system and hired attendants to take everyone’s temperature as they entered the pool area.  
We closed the pool for ½ hour after each reservation slot to allow for sanitizing. We reduced the pool opening schedule from 
the usual seven day a week schedule to a five-day program. We ensured that the pool was open on holidays and weekends. 
 
Social Events   
Unfortunately, we had to cancel most of our planned social events such as the pool opening/closing parties.  
Thanks to the Social Committee’s planning, we were able to have a couple of food trucks on-site in September. Hopefully, next 
year we will be able to do many more events like this one. 
 
Grounds 
We replaced the old clubhouse dock. We also added safety rails to the dock, which the old one didn’t have. We are currently in 
the process of adding a gate opening to the new dock that will allow our boat owners to have direct access.   
We replaced the wall in the playground area. Also, we are currently making plans to repair some of the existing playground 
equipment. We are also looking at upgrading some of the equipment in the playground area.    
We resealed the clubhouse parking lot.  
We installed waterfalls on both the Linkside and Lakeside NC 98 entrances. We have received many positive comments about 
that particular enhancement to our community. 
 
Lake Dredging Project   
After several years of planning, we were able to start and complete the lake dredging project.  The projected cost of this project 
was 500,000 dollars. Each year we put aside funds for all of our projects. This way, upon completion of the project, we have 
the monies to pay for them in full.   
We are proud to say that we went less than $25,000 over budget. That is a very significant achievement for a project of this 
magnitude. Additional changes that weren’t in the original plans caused the overrun.   
An unfortunate mishap by the dredging contractor created a problem where the lake lowered much more than expected. Due 
to the decreased water level, some fish did not survive. We negotiated a deal with the dredging contractor that they will  
restock at least $40,000 worth of fish in the lake. The restocking plan will be done in phases and has already started. It will 
extend into next year because different species and sizes of fish are stocked during certain times during the year.  
We want to thank the homeowners, especially those who have properties directly on the lake. We realize that at times you 
were frustrated because it seemed as though this project would never end. You supported us and believed that we would get 
the job done. We certainly appreciate your support. 
I would be remiss if I didn’t take the time to thank individuals who did an extraordinary amount of work in getting the lake 
dredging project started and see it through completion. First, I would like to thank Harry and Judy Bailes. Harry took on the 
role of grounds subcommittee chairperson for overseeing the lake project. He spent and an enormous amount of  time         
researching and attending meetings in Raleigh and Wake Forest to work with the Engineering project management team and 
the dredging contractor. Harry will continue to be involved with the restocking of the fish. 
 
Little Lick Creek 
Everyone may not be aware that portions of the Little Lick Creek run through the Grove Park community. Over the years the 
creek has experienced some significant erosion that requires substantial repairs. The estimated cost for these repairs is $1.4 
million. Once we found this information out, we contacted the city, county, state, and federal government and anyone else that 
would listen to us to determine if there was any type of funding available to assist us in getting this problem resolved. Ken 
Pigg, a former board member, led this effort. For the past couple of years, we have been maintaining contact with the Durham 
County representative.    
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We met with a representative from the City of Durham who agreed to apply for grants for us if we would commit $100,000 
of Grove Park monies towards the project. Of course, we agreed with their request. 
Eddie Culberson, Director, Durham County Soil & Water Conservation District recently notified us that this project is  
approved. A total amount of $1.36 million in funding for this project is committed from the county, state, and federal  
governments. We will keep you updated on the status of this work.  
 
New Community Website 
Recently, we upgraded our community website. As you know, our old website was outdated with minimal capabilities.  
NABR, our new website is much more robust and filled with technological advancements. Things such as push alerts via 
text messages, a community page where residents can communicate among each other and several other features. If you 
have any questions regarding the new network, please contact the office. 
We want to thank all of the individuals who volunteer with the various committees, attend meetings and provide  
insight on how we can continually improve our common areas. We encourage you to continue to bring forward ideas on 
how we can run events to bring our community together. You are all very much appreciated.  
Some of you may not be aware that we have knitting and wine clubs. Unfortunately, their activities were minimum this year 
because of COVID-19. Hopefully, they can restart their activities next year. 
 
Sad Goodbyes 
Anne Schneider, our former board Secretary for eight years of very dedicated service to the Grove Park community, has  
decided to retire from the board. Although Anne did not seek an additional term on the board, she will continue to work 
with the various committees. Anne, we give thanks for all you have done for Grove Park.   
Also, our Community Manager Hilary Slater will be taking on new ventures. We want to thank Hilary for her twelve years of 
very dedicated service to the Grove Park community. Hilary will be leaving the Grove Park community at the end of this 
year. Hilary, on behalf of the board of directors, we appreciate all you have done for our community and wish you the best 
in your future endeavors. We will introduce Hilary’s replacement to the community in the coming weeks.     
 
Thanks to Our Community, office staff, and Board of Directors    
On behalf of the Grove Park Board of Directors, we thank all of our residents for your support and understanding during 
these most difficult times. We certainly appreciate you, and we will continue to our very 
best to make Grove Park a sought after place to live.  
Lastly, I would like to thank my fellow board members and office staff for all the time and 
effort each of you put into your responsibilities. We all know that this has not been a  
typical year. It has required an unusual amount of Zoom meetings, email exchanges, and 
personal sacrifices from each of you.   
As a board of directors, we commit to doing whatever it takes to make Grove Park a  
special place to live. That’s what matters. 
We thank you for your ongoing support. Please stay healthy and safe and enjoy your  
upcoming holidays.  
 

John E Byrd 

President, Grove Park Community Association 

 
 

Grove Park Wine Club 
 
The wine club took a break due to Covid-19, but we are going to try to meet virtually. The wine club is open to all adults 
in Grove Park. We gather, eat snacks, and enjoy beverages of your choice while chatting and getting to know our  
neighbors. We have some regular attendees that do not drink alcohol and just enjoy socializing. 
 
This will look a little different virtually, but we will try - you will need to provide your own drinks 
and snacks! We hope to meet again in person when it is safe, but our next few meetings will be 
virtual. Keep an eye out for an invitation with a Zoom link which will also be included on the 
NABR website. 
 
We will meet again on December 17th. We will be doing a secret Santa match in the December 
meeting but need to match up before. To participate in the Secret Santa, sign-up here by  
December 9th: https://bit.ly/3nvl3tn  
 
In 2021, we will meet on the third Thursday of the month.  Stephanie Zimmer 
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  Account Description 2020 Budget 2021 Budget 

Operating Accounts 

Income Accounts 

Assessment Income     

  40-4020-00 Regular Assessment $637,728.00 $637,728.00 

  40-4050-00 Clubhouse/Pool Income $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

  40-4060-00 Reimb. Legal Fees $11,000.00 $8,000.00 

  40-4065-00 Violations $0.00 $0.00 

  40-4070-00 Collection Fees $4,000.00 $4,000.00 

  40-4110-00 Late Fees $9,500.00 $9,000.00 

      

  41-4141-00 Transfer Fee Passthrough $0.00 $0.00 

Other Income     

  42-4206-00 Pool Key Income $900.00 $450.00 

  42-4207-00 Vending Machine Commission $50.00 $30.00 

  42-4240-00 Postage,Printing,Copies Reimb. $50.00 $50.00 

  42-4257-00 Collection Fees/NSF-HOA's $600.00 $240.00 

Interest Income     

  45-4535-00 Interest Income $750.00 $0.00 

New         

Income Accounts Total $667,578.00 $662,498.00 

  

Expense Accounts 

Building Maintenance     

  51-5102-00 Building General Repairs $5,000.00 $5,000.00 

  51-5104-00 Plumbing $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

  51-5108-00 Mechanical/HVAC $1,500.00 $1,000.00 

  51-5134-00 Security System $4,000.00 $4,500.00 

  51-5152-00 Brick Sidewalk and Steps $0.00 $0.00 

  51-5156-00 Maintenance/Supplies $1,500.00 $1,250.00 

Grounds Maintenance     

  52-5204-00 Landscaping Improvements- Entrance(s) $10,000.00 $0.00 

  52-5205-00 Assn. Grounds Maint. Contract $56,520.00 $56,520.00 

  52-5206-00 Grounds Maint. Contract Additional Services $36,324.00 $36,324.00 

  52-5215-00 Lighting Repairs $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

  52-5220-00 Irrigation Repairs/Improvement $12,000.00 $8,000.00 

  52-5226-00 Signage $250.00 $750.00 

  52-5240-00 Tree Removal/Trimming/Rplc. $5,000.00 $5,000.00 

  52-5270-00 Entrance Fountain $0.00 $3,600.00 

  52-5274-00 Miscellaneous Grnd Maint. $5,000.00 $5,500.00 

  52-5283-00 Lake/Fountain Maintenance $4,000.00 $4,000.00 

  52-5294-00 Repair Gravel Trail and Boat Ramp $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

  52-5297-00 Dock Handrails $0.00 $0.00 

Recreation     

  53-5302-00 Pool Contract O&M $48,820.00 $48,820.00 

  53-5316-00 Pool Permits $700.00 $700.00 

  53-5317-00 Fitness Center Maintenance $5,000.00 $5,000.00 

  53-5318-00 Tennis Court Repairs $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

  53-5324-00 Pool Chemicals/Supplies $4,000.00 $2,000.00 

  53-5331-00 Security--P&T $0.00 $0.00 

  53-5335-00 Pool Electrical Inspection/Repair $4,000.00 $4,000.00 

  53-5339-00 Access Control System $2,000.00 $2,000.00 

  53-5344-00 Pool Misc. Expense $3,000.00 $4,000.00 

  53-5353-00 Access Card System Supplies $1,500.00 $1,750.00 

  53-5370-00 Playground $2,000.00 $1,500.00 

  53-5373-00 Holiday Decoration $3,500.00 $3,500.00 
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Utilities     

  54-5401-00 Electricity $15,000.00 $15,000.00 

  54-5402-00 Cable TV $3,550.00 $3,500.00 

  54-5403-00 Pest Control $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

  54-5412-00 Stormwater Expense $2,700.00 $2,700.00 

  54-5415-00 Natural Gas/Propane $300.00 $300.00 

  54-5420-00 Telephone $3,500.00 $4,000.00 

  54-5435-00 Pool Water/Sewer $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

  54-5440-00 Irrigation Water/Sewer $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

  54-5451-00 Electricity Entrance lights $13,000.00 $14,000.00 

Contract/ General Services     

  55-5509-00 Special Event Services $720.00 $720.00 

  55-5535-00 Janitorial Services $14,000.00 $14,000.00 

  55-5575-00 Lake and Fountain Management $4,500.00 $5,000.00 

Administrative      

  58-5602-00 Accounting/Audit $2,400.00 $2,400.00 

  58-5603-00 Clubhouse Walk-Through Payments $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

  58-5604-00 Association Management $136,000.00 $136,000.00 

  58-5608-00 Legal--General $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

  58-5609-00 Association Collections $4,000.00 $4,000.00 

  58-5610-00 Legal--Collections $11,000.00 $8,000.00 

  58-5614-00 Tax Payments $1,200.00 $1,200.00 

  58-5618-00 Property Insurance $11,000.00 $10,000.00 

  58-5619-00 D&O Insurance $4,800.00 $4,800.00 

  58-5620-00 Liability Insurance $0.00 $1,750.00 

  58-5621-00 Workers Comp $420.00 $420.00 

  58-5627-00 Postage $9,000.00 $9,000.00 

  58-5628-00 Postage & Printing $0.00 $0.00 

  58-5629-00 Printing $6,500.00 $6,500.00 

  58-5633-00 Return Check Charge $600.00 $240.00 

  58-5639-00 NC DMV $75.00 $50.00 

  58-5645-00 New Homeowner Orientation $300.00 $300.00 

  58-5648-00 Miscellaneous Expense $0.00 $0.00 

  58-5651-00 Website $100.00 $1,700.00 

  58-5653-00 Other Professional Services $200.00 $500.00 

  58-5655-00 Administrative Supplies $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

  58-5656-00 IT Support $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

Miscellaneous     

  59-5720-00 Miscellaneous--Other $0.00 $0.00 

  59-5729-00 Annual Meeting $700.00 $700.00 

  59-5732-00 Pool Committee $100.00 $100.00 

  59-5735-00 Senior Social Committee $2,000.00 $1,750.00 

  59-5740-00 Social Affairs $15,500.00 $15,000.00 

  59-5745-00 Garden Club $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

  59-5747-00 Wine Club $750.00 $500.00 

  59-5751-00 Paper Products $100.00 $100.00 

  59-5752-00 Music/Entertainment License $1,600.00 $1,700.00 

  59-5754-00 Contingency $13,349.00 $43,854.00 

  59-5798-00 Foreclosed Home Ownership Costs $2,000.00 $2,000.00 

  59-5799-00 Bad Debt $2,000.00 $2,000.00 

Reserve Expenses     

  80-8015-00 Reserve Transfer $145,000.00 $120,000.00 

New         

Expense Accounts Total $667,578.00 $662,498.00 

Operating Accounts Net $0.00 $0.00 5 
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Grove Park Community Association 
c/o Elite Management Professionals, Inc. 

300 Nichols Farm Drive 
Durham, North Carolina 27703 

Phone:  919.957.7672 

Grove Park Homeowners Association Inc. 
 
 

Dear Grove Park Homeowner: 
 

We have almost made it through one of the most interesting and thankfully a new year is fast approaching.  The 
Board of Directors, along with the team at Elite Management Professionals, would like to take this opportunity to 
thank each of you for your patronage; wish you the happiest of holiday seasons and a new year full of opportunity, 
blessings and good fortune. 
 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the 2021 budget.  The monthly assessment will remain at $52 for 2021.  Many          
residents choose to pay the full year in advance. If you would like to do so, the full amount for 2021 is $624. You 
can also pay dues on a monthly basis. Below is a list of options for monthly payments.  
 

***The Association will be mailing out payment  
coupons by request ONLY!*** 

 

Coupon Books- If you wish to receive a payment coupon book you must notify the office either by email 
or by phone.  The email address to send your request is manager@grovepark.org  or the onsite office phone 
number is above.   
 
Mail assessments- Payments can be mailed to PO Box 97454, Raleigh NC 27624.  Checks payable to Grove 
Park. 
 

Automatic Draft- If you would like to take advantage of our automatic draft, please complete the auto-draft 
form found on our website at www.grovepark.org under the “Documents and Forms” tab and return it with a 
voided check to our office at the address provided on the form. If you are currently on auto-draft, you do not need 
to sign up again.  
 

E- Statements- E-statements are sent monthly via email. If you wish to to sign up for this please contact the      
office.  If you are currently receiving e-statements, you do not need to sign up again.  
  

Online Payments- On the community website you can also make one-time payments and set up recurring pay-
ments with your checking account or credit card. This process can be completed by selecting the “Pay HOA          
Assessments” tab at www.grovepark.org and follow the link from there.  You will need to register for the website   
if you have not done so already.   
 

It has been our privilege and  pleasure to work with your Community in 2020 and we look forward to a successful 
2021! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Hilary Slater, CMCA     Carol McKechnie 
Community Manager     Assistant Community Manager 
Manager@grovepark.org    AssistantManager@grovepark.org 

 
Katie Dominello, PCAM, CMCA, AMS 
Senior Community Manager 
katiedominello@elite-mgmt.com  
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Our Lake 
When Judy and I moved to Grove Park we were drawn here by the lake. 
We had looked for months for waterfront property because of water’s 
attraction, in large part due to my love of fishing and in part due to the 
vitality of the life that revolves around the lake. When we moved, the 
lake was beautiful but seemed to be always off color.   
The Association had budgeted and planned to dredge the lake to  
remove silt that had accumulated, particularly at the mouths of each of 
the streams that feed our lake.  Just as we were ready to begin work on 

the construction, the engineers discovered there was another required permit. It took forever to secure that permit. Then 
there was Covid-19. While the permit/s were secured the lake was lowered to allow equipment to access the lake bottom. 
As those who have been following this project know, last Thanksgiving there was an incident resulting in the lake  
completely draining and the loss of many fish. To make up for the loss of lake and fish, Triangle Pond agreed to restock the 
lake at their expense.   
Doctor James Rice, retired NC State fisheries professor, assisted the Association by defining the right mix of fish to give us 
an ideal fish population. There is more to planning this than might be thought. There must be enough prey fish (bait) to be 
consumed by the predator fish to allow them to live and prosper.  Accordingly, there were two deliveries of fish—first  
thousands of small bass, bluegills and other baitfish.   

       
I was thrilled when I began to catch small bass and bluegill from our dock for the first time. The lake stays clearer, except 
for the occasional heavy rain, and looks healthier. Eagles and waterfowl have been regular visitors.  
November brought the larger fish.  There is to be an additional stocking in the spring of 2021.  These fish should produce a 
wonderful fishery for years to come. We hope you enjoy.  Harry Bailes 

 
Winterizing Your Garden: Tips to Help Protect Your Plants  
 
Included below are various tips and practices recommended. Careful research of your different plants is extremely  
important as each are unique in what care they need.  
 

Remove any weeds, dead plants, diseased plants, invasive plants and fallen leaves from your garden beds and yard. 
Take care to remove any debris from around the base of your plants before the first frost. Excess leaves can 
smother your grass if not removed. It also can lead to disease, as mold will start developing under the layers.  

Protect any new garden beds. New garden beds are vulnerable to the frost, snow and general cold. Older garden beds 
are more developed and therefore less likely to be impacted as new ones are.  

Plant your bulbs before the first freeze of the season before the ground becomes too hard to work with.  
Give your plants a good final watering 1-2 weeks before the first freeze. Take care to disconnect and put away your 

hose for the season to protect it. Also ensure that your pipes are protected at this time, so they do not burst. 
Protect your shrubs, young trees and rosebushes with landscape fabric, or comparable substitute. Protect the bark 

from any young trees you may have--fruit trees especially--as the bark can be consumed by various wildlife  
 foraging during the wintertime.  
Dig up any sensitive bulbs you have (cannas, dahlias, elephant ears, gladiolus) and store them in a dark, cool location 

for Spring replanting. Tulips and daffodils, on the other hand, are sturdy against the cold.  
Add extra mulch or compost around your plants during the late Fall. This helps protect the plant’s crowns, protects 

their roots and the new organic matter helps deter weeds naturally and insulates the plant. It’s important to help 
insulate the plant so that it doesn’t try to prematurely defrost in the middle of winter and try to start growing 
before Spring. It’s also important not to fertilize during this time for the same reason – we don’t want the plant 
to start waking up and risk being shocked.  

 
Prune back excess growth for plants that go dormant during winter. Each plant that needs pruning may have different 
requirements for trimming so please research about your plant. Pruning helps to prevent waterborne diseases, help 
plants thrive with lower light conditions, and maintain their structure. Take care not to prune too early in winter, as the 
incision sites can dry out in below freezing conditions.    Ashley Hester 



 

 

TO:   

 

 

 OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

Grove Park Community Assoc. 

300 Nichols Farm Drive 

Durham, NC 27703 

 

Due to Covid-19 concerns and restrictions, we  are 
currently holding all meetings virtually, please see 
the website at grovepark.org for more information 
regarding dates and times or contact the office. 
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THE MODIFICATIONS COMMITTEE    
 

With more people staying at home now, many homeowners are modifying outdoor spaces into 
extended living and play areas. Most of these modifications require prior approval from the 
HOA.  To get approvals quickly, all application  
requirements should be submitted with the original request. Any application that does not 
meet the submittal requirements will be returned without approval. 
 
Some modifications require a survey. While we understand that the homeowner probably knows where his or her property 
lines are located, this rule is in place for their protection.  Upon selling the property, if it is deemed there is a line  
encroachment (trees, fencing, etc.) or the impervious surface allowance has been exceeded, the homeowner will be  
required to remedy the situation at their expense and could find themselves in court. It is much easier and much less  
expensive to obtain a survey before making any major changes.  Trina Campbell 
 

10 Must-Have Craft Materials for Holiday Mailbox Swag 
 
You can purchase ready-to-use holiday mailbox swag or try a hand at designing your own. Natural or reusable material 
can adorn your mailbox with holiday cheer. 
 
Holiday greens are available both fresh and faux. Many fresh greens are aromatic and are bound together using wire 

or ribbon to create a swag. Faux greenery provides even more variety and is available in pine, spruce, fir, and 
flocked and is pliable and weather resistant. 

Pinecones can be found on your daily walk in Grove Park. Incorporate them using thin-gauge wire and hot glue.  
 Decorate pinecones with glitter using mod podge as a fun kids’ activity. 
 There is so much ribbon to choose from. Wired ribbon is user friendly and adds volume to your design.  
Deco mesh ribbon is wired, bendable, flexible, rain proof, and does not fade in the sun. Box it up. You will want to 

fluff it up and use it next year.  
Fresh and faux holly berries can be an additional seasonal feature for your mailbox. Faux holly berries are available 

in picks. Cut clusters of fresh berries to incorporate in your design.  
Wreath forms for mailbox swag can frame the foundation of your holiday creation.  
Ornaments come in all shapes and sizes and allow you to create themes such as visions of sugar plums.  
Fairy lights twinkle and dance and come battery operated.  
Twist ties can be used to attach your swag to your mailbox. 
What are the holidays without garland? They can be found in many varieties to enhance your theme.  
 
Bottom line, there is no right or wrong way to decorate your mailbox for this season. Allow your creativity to wander as 
far as the North Pole.   Leah Denise Wyatt 

 


