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www.grovepark.org  

2021 First Quarter Edition 

Spring Yard Sale 
Saturday, May 1st & Sunday, May 2nd 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Gather your wares for our Semi-Annual Yard Sale that is open to 
Grove Park and surrounding areas.   If you would like to be added to 
the yard sale maps, please contact the on-site office no later than 
April 23rd with your address and the day or days you wish to  
participate.   
  
Grove Park Household Spring Clean-up Events 
Community document shredding 
Saturday, May 15th 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
If you have documents that require shredding, Grove Park has 
scheduled a Shred It document truck to be located at the Clubhouse 
parking lot.  A Shred It technician will accept and shred your un-
wanted documents.  The event is exclusively open to Grove Park            
households as space on the truck is limited.  Shredding will be done 
on a first-come first-serve basis and the number of boxes per    
household will be limited. Watch for more information. 
  
Clothing donations 
Saturday, May 15th 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Grove Park Clubhouse 
The Social Committee will be accepting donations for  
Spring /Summer New or Gently Used Clothing at the clubhouse 
parking lot.  Men’s, Women’s, Return to the Workplace 
and Children/Infant clothes will be donated on behalf of Grove Park 
to designated charities.  Watch for more information. 
  
Food Truck Schedule 
Food trucks are coming back to Grove Park!   We will continue to 
schedule throughout the summer months.   
Date: Tuesday, May 18, 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.,  
Vendor:  R & B Grill (2 trucks),  
Food:   Sandwiches and Soul Food 
  
Date:  Tuesday, June 8,  4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Vendor:  Mr. Cheesesteak and Mr. Mongolian 
Food:  Sandwiches and Stir-fry 
  
Date:  Tuesday, July 13, 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Vendor:  Will and Pops 
Food:  Hamburger and Fries 

mailto:johnebyrd@aol.com
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President’s Message Spring 2021 Edition 
 

We hope all of you are doing well and staying safe. As spring approaches, your HOA is working on sprucing up the 
community’s common areas and undertaking some maintenance tasks. Homeowners can be doing the same on 
their individual properties. Now is a great time to start prepping your lawns for weed prevention and other      
problem areas. You may also want to consider hiring a professional to give the HVAC a thorough check to identify 
current or potential problems and ensure it is in good working order before those hot days of summer arrive. 
When everyone works together,  we create a  clean, safe environment for our community.  
 

GROVE PARK POOL UPDATE 
We know that some of you are interested to learn if/when the swimming pool will open for the season. The answer 
is yes, the swimming pool will open. In preparation for the opening, we are getting the required inspections and 
maintenance completed.  
Barring any unexpected changes, our pool will open on Saturday, May 8, 2021. We are currently working through 
the intricate details.  As things develop, we will keep you updated over the coming weeks via our website.  
 

GROVE PARK COURTS 
As the weather gets warmer, participation in our basketball, tennis, and volleyball courts significantly increases. 
Please remember that our courts are for Grove Park residents. We ask Grove Park parents to remind their children 
that the gate to the tennis and basketball court area should not be left open at any time. Also, there is a trash can 
in the court area. There is no reason to leave the trash spread around the courts. Everyone needs to do their part in 
keeping our community nice and clean.    
 

EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS REMINDER 
A quick reminder that if you are doing any exterior modifications that you are unsure about whether or not any 
special approvals are needed, please contact our office staff and explain to them what you are trying to accomplish. 
They will let you know what documentation may be necessary. Also, you can find our  Architectural information 
on the Grove Park website under the “Resources” heading. This information includes the Architectural Guidelines 
and the Architectural Request Form. 
 

 GROVE PARK WEBSITE UPDATE 
As some of you may be aware, we launched our new community website in October of last year. Our new website is 
part of the NABR network. The new website is very robust, with several outstanding features. To access most of 
these features, you will be required to activate your account on the new website.  We encourage you to activate 
your account as soon as possible. It works much better when the entire community is involved. You will be able to 
see first-hand information about our community.  
 
You can also receive both email and text alerts through the app..  
Text NABR  to 59248 and receive a text back with an app download link.  
To activate your account, go to http://www.grovepark.org.  Just follow the prompts to create your user id 
(generally your email address) and password.  
 
Some of the most popular features are as follows:  
Association News 
Lost & Found 
Ability to Join Committees and Groups 
Community Calendar 
Neighborhood Alerts 
Make Reservations for Grove Park Events 
 
On behalf of the Grove Park Board of Directors and the management team, we appreciate your support and under-
standing. Just remember, things are going to get better. 
 
With Kind Regards, 
John E Byrd 

President, Grove Park Community Association 

 
 
 

http://www.grovepark.org
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10 Ways to Care for Your Home This Spring 
By Leah Denise Wyatt 

  

Spring has sprung! Just as yellow tree pollen wisps from Grove Park’s Bradford Pear trees, its neighbors emanate 

from long winters indoors. There is a lot to do in the Spring, especially outdoors. Here are a few ways you can 

 enjoy the sunshine and while keeping your home in tip-top shape: 

  

Service AC and heating systems. 

Clear leaves and debris from the AC condenser unit and perform  

routine maintenance as needed. 

Clean rain gutters and downspouts, make repairs if needed. 

Clean debris off roof. Check for loose or damaged shingles or flashing.  

Clean and repair window screens. Clean tracks and lubricate.  

Clean lint from the clothes dryer’s exhaust pipe.  

Lubricate all door locks along with exterior hinges, gates and garage door tracks.  

Sharpen all garden tools and inspect condition of your wheelbarrow.  

Prepare all flowerbeds and plants.  

Reverse ceiling fans to counterclockwise direction to blow air down.  

  

*Todayshomeowner.com 

 
 

Beautiful Home For Sale  
 

Spring is fully upon us!!  It is one of the most beautiful seasons of the year, with everything starting anew.  Grove Park 
looks like it is coming alive with all the colors in the trees and flowers.  With the warmer weather and rain comes what 
some dread….Exterior Home Maintenance.  In the South, the North facing portions of the homes often grow a lot of  
algae and mold with the lack of sunlight and a lot of moisture in the area.  This not only can make the house look dirty, 
but can also lead to premature paint failure along with stains that are tough or nearly impossible to remove.  Now is the 
time to schedule your power washing and to look at doing any wood or rot repairs to the exterior of your home.   
 
The gardens of a home also have a huge impact on the value of the property and can impact a community as a whole, 
this is where an Owner’s Association comes in.   The purpose of a Community HOA, is to protect the value of the homes 
as an asset to those that own in the community.  I have seen such a vibrant and wonderful family life while out and 
about here, I am certain most of you that have all worked hard for your homes would like to keep it that way.   One of 
the best ways is to keep your yards and landscape beds free of weeds, mow and edge weekly during the growing  
season, and trim back your bushes, trees and shrubs when the shoots start to take off.   
 
The last thing that I really ever want to do is to send you a letter saying that you need to clean your home or yards.  But, 
which home do you think has a better value below? If we send you a letter, please don’t be upset, we would love to hear 
from you, and if you are having troubles, let us know so that we can help you.   I hope to meet each of you as the COVID 
restrictions ease up, but if you need us in the meantime, please don’t hesitate to email us.  
 
Happy Spring! 
 
Trish Cates, CMCA, AMS     Kimberly Johnson 
Onsite Community Manager     Onsite Assistant Community Manager 
manager@grovepark.org     assistantmanager@grovepark.org  
 

mailto:manager@grovepark.org
mailto:assistantmanager@grovepark.org
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Attracting and Caring For Bees, Butterflies and Hummingbirds In Your 
Garden  
By: Ashley Hester 
 
I implore anyone interested in pollinators to visit the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation at xerces.org for   
additional resources and information. You will notice that many of the same plants attract all 3 of these beauties to your 
garden. Research new plants you may want to introduce into your garden to ensure they will grow the best under your 
care. 
 

Bees are attracted to different ranges of flower shapes for their different tongue lengths. They are most attracted to 
shades of blue, purple, white and yellow, especially plants that are native to our areas such as dwarf crested irises,    
eastern blue stars and swamp milkweed. Plants with one ring of petals contain more pollen and nectar as they’re less 
dense.  
Nectar contains sugary energy while pollen provides proteins and fats. From nectar, honey is created. Bee bread, or bee 
pollen, is created by a mixture of pollen and nectar that the bees store in their cells. Royal jelly, a mixture of honey and 
bee bread, is fed to the larvae and is vital in the development of Queen Bees. There is a very intricate system in place 
within the world of bees that’s fascinating to learn about. Given how essential they are for our flowers, crops and      
fruiting plants it’s important we learn how to care for them.  
 
Other plants that attract bees include: our native eastern redbuds, cherry trees, magnolias, crabapples, tulip trees,     
asters, black eyed Susans, butterfly bushes, borage, butterfly weed, goldenrod, bee balm, marigolds, phlox, penstemon, 
purple coneflowers, sedum, salvia, zinnia, English lavender, rosemary, sage, lilac, oregano and basil. Make sure to plant 
as much as possible in the full sun, as per the plant’s requirements, as bees favor sunny areas.  
 
Other things to include in your garden that attract and aid bees: 
 

Bee boxes – a potential DIY project. Just be mindful of wasps and other insects that might be attracted to any   
housing you put up.  

Installing shallow bird baths, or bee watering stations.  
Biological and cultural pest controls instead of chemicals. 
Companion plants to help repel pests: basil, bay leaf, chives, dill, garlic, chrysanthemums, geraniums, lemongrass, 

mint, parsley, petunias and thyme are all good examples. A great DIY for growing these herbs are spiral rock 
gardens.  

 
Butterflies are attracted to shades of red, yellow, orange, pink and purple flowers with short flower tubes. The types 
of butterflies you want to attract depend on the plants you’ve planted: larger species (monarchs and swallowtails) prefer 
large, flat flowers while smaller species (coppers, hairstreaks and metal marks) have shorter proboscises and therefore 
need smaller blooms. Plants with clusters of small blooms will attract butterflies of all sizes. Butterflies are nearsighted 
and good at identifying colors, so plant large groups of the same color together for better attraction. Because butterflies 
have a short life cycle of around 40 days, it’s a good idea to keep different varieties of plants with differing bloom cycles 
so there are flowers blooming at all times during their lifespans. Research their different life cycles, migratory habits 
and egg-laying preferences.  
 
Plants that help attract butterflies include: butterfly weed (milkweed), butterfly bushes, pussy willows, New England 
aster, mountain laurels, purple coneflower, cornflower, clove pink, goldenrods, hollyhock, lavender, daylily, yarrow, bee 
balm, globe thistle, mallow, pansy, phlox, daisies, snapdragons, sweet pea, sweet rocket, trumpet vine.  
 
Other things to include or take note of in your garden: 
 

Place bird feeders and bird baths separate from areas for butterflies to help protect them from predators. 
Small brush piles, stored firewood, and loose bark make good shelter for overwintering butterflies. Overwintering 

butterflies will stay in a dormant form and need shelter whether its egg, larva or pupa. 
Like bees, butterflies enjoy feeding in the sunlight, mid-morning to mid-afternoon. 
Butterflies need small amounts of water to drink: water puddles, through drip irrigation. You can use a shallow dish 

or pan, filled with sand, laid down in your soil to be watered down and kept moist for butterflies to use.  
Caterpillar host plants – these are plants that will help nourish future butterflies. A common one is milkweed (for 

monarchs). Others include: parsley, dill, fennel, azaleas, redbuds, wisteria, asters, sweet pea and tulip trees. A 
good place to start is researching common butterflies in our area and what are good plants to help feed their 
specific caterpillars.  
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Hummingbirds will have a Mid-March to early April migration here in North Carolina for their breeding season, 
and will stay with us until around September or October. The most common species we will encounter is the Ruby-
throated Hummingbird. As with most birds, the males will have the deeper red coloring while the females will have 
white throats and a more muted coloring. Hummingbirds are very territorial creatures: a few years ago, we had one   
particular hummingbird that drove all the others away from the feeder. To combat this, we placed several feeders in   
different parts of the yard.  
 
Instead of buying potentially harmful premade nectar for your feeders, make your own! All it takes is pure cane sugar 
and filtered water to dissolve it into, usually in a 4-part water to 1-part sugar ratio. Boil your water for 2 minutes, then 
put it into a bowl. Add in your sugar and stir well. Allow it to cool thoroughly then add it to your feeder! Sugar gives 
them the energy to survive: they must consume more than their body weight daily. Change out your solution around  
every 4 days and wash out your feeder with water and vinegar to safely sanitize it between uses.  
 
Hummingbirds are incredibly intelligent and have wonderful memories. They will take notice that your garden is a food 
source for them and they will keep coming back. You do not have to add any red dye to the solution:   hummingbirds will 
be attracted to your feeder by the smell of the sugar and the color of the feeder itself. Why do we use the   color red when 
selecting bird feeders? Because bees aren’t attracted to them! Be sure to add a lot of red flowers and yard ornaments to 
your yard to further encourage them to visit.  
 
Plants that can attract hummingbirds include: cardinals, hollyhock, tulip trees, four o’ clocks, fuchsia, lantana, salvia, 
bleeding hearts, zinnia, petunia, trumpet flowers, lupine, bee balm, foxglove, delphinium, red hot poker, yarrow,        
butterfly bush. Hummingbirds, like butterflies, prefer tubular plants they can get their tongues down in to.  
 
Things to include in your garden:  
 

Shallow bird baths, misters, drippers or birdbath fountains.  
Hummingbird swings and perches – a great DIY project. 
Ant guards/moats added to your hummingbird feeders to keep ants out of the feeder.  
Red decorations and ornaments.  
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Do you have time on your hands and yarn in your stash? If you have not already done so, wouldn’t it be nice to make a 
special keepsake that would generate a positive memory from this time of limited social activity? 
  
Perhaps you could do an afghan or scarf using a combination of some of your favorite yarns. That would be a great    
reminder of some of your much loved projects. 
  
Another nice idea involves quilting. Many knitters are also quilters. If you are, you may enjoy doing a memory quilt or a 
scrap quilt, where every fabric is itself a memory! 
  
You may even enjoy giving yourself a challenge. Since March 14 is celebrated by many as Pi Day, I have been thinking of 
doing a shawl or scarf with a combination of rows of garter or knit stitches representing a few of the digits of Pi. Of 
course I will have to limit myself since Pi is an irrational number and its digits never end! Otherwise, I would have a 
never-ending project, which is not exactly what I am looking for! If you would like to see the first one million digits of   
pi on one page, take a look at www.piday.org 
  
Let’s wrap this up with a couple of knitting hints. When reusing yarn from another garment, wrap it around a hot water 
bottle and leave it for awhile, perhaps overnight. I have heard that helps to smooth the yarn and make it easier to knit. 
  
Here is one more. When you need to add more of the same color of yarn for a project, thread one end of the yarn 
through a darning needle and weave it into yarn from the new ball for 2 or 
3 inches. This makes a neat join which is also strong. 
 

 That’s neat, and let’s stay strong!  

Wooded areas, meadows, streams, and ponds are features that add value to our community. We’re fortunate to have 
some of these features because they enhance property values, increase aesthetic appeal, improve our environmental 
quality, eliminate noise and wind, and reduce our energy bills. 
 
The responsibility to maintain our natural areas goes beyond the  capabilities of our lawn care provider, so it’s up to us 
to properly maintain all our common ground—-landscaped and natural. 
 
That’s why the association pays attention to water resources and quality, wildlife habitats, and species diversity. We   
believe that proper maintenance and management will benefit the local ecosystems and save the association money. 
 

 Remember, environmental stewardship begins at the community level. 
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A Message from the City Of Durham Department of Water Management:  
 
The City of Durham needs your help. Recently the City has been forced to clear clogged sewer and drain 
pipes that service our community. These numerous clogs are caused by an excessive amount of grease 
buildup in the sewer, caused by improper disposal of cooking oil/grease– i.e. pouring grease down the 
sink drain.  
 
Please do not pour grease down the drain! Instead, take the following steps to ensure proper disposal: 
 

Allow grease to cool to a safe temperature after cooking  

Use a container with a re-sealable lid  
Pour the cooled oil and grease into the container  

Place lid on container and dispose of in the garbage  
Scrape or wipe cookware using a paper towel or spatula into the garbage before washing  

 
To assist Durham’s citizens in this effort, the City has a container to collect used cooking oil at the Waste Disposal and  
Recycling Center located at 2115 E. Club Blvd. Woodland Creek Management will provide you with FREE bags for 
proper grease disposal.  
 
Wet wipes, disposable sheets, sanitary napkins and other nonwoven fabrics should NOT be flushed down the toilet.        
Although these products are labeled as flushable, biodegradable or safe for sewers, they do not dissolve quickly 
enough and are causing significant problems in the City sewers and lift stations. In addition to causing 
problems with equipment, the end result may be a sanitary sewer overflow in your community. In order to prevent 
these problems, please DO NOT FLUSH these items; wet wipes,  disposable sheets, sanitary napkins and other non 
woven fabrics should be disposed of in the trash.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in addressing this very important matter.  
City of Durham Water Management  

 
Besides being a nuisance, uncollected dog waste is a serious problem for our association. Next time you’re tempted to 
leave your dog’s droppings on the lawn, please remember these facts: 
 
1. The Environmental Protection Agency is becoming aggressive about enforcing the Clean Water Act. Our association 
could be fined if dog waste goes uncollected. 
2. Uncollected dog waste may lead to a special assessment. If fined by the EPA, the association could face a potential 
special assessment that would be levied against all members—not just dog owners. 
3. The appearance and quality of the common areas are known to affect home sales—not just whether and for how much 
they sell, but how quickly. 
4. The more residents complain about dog waste, the more time the manager must spend on enforcement rather than 
serving the association. 
5. Uncollected dog waste spreads disease and attracts rodents who feed on pet waste. 
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Grove Park Community Assoc. 

300 Nichols Farm Drive 

Durham, NC 27703 

 

Below is a schedule of the different committee and club meeting dates and times. Joining a commit-
tee or club is a great way to get involved in the community, learn new skills and meet your neigh-
bors! Interested? Please send an email to assistantmanager@grovepark.org for more information.  
Due to Covid restrictions, all meetings are held via Zoom.  

Pool & Clubhouse Committee—First Monday of each month at 6:30 pm via Zoom  
 

Grounds Committee– Third Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm via Zoom 
 

Social Committee– First Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm via Zoom 
 

Can You Dig It? (Yard & Garden Committee)- Stay tuned for future announcements & times 
 

Grove Park Wine Club– Stay tuned for future announcements & times 
 

Knitting/Crocheting Club– Stay tuned for future announcements & times 

 
Important Notes:  
1) Yard Sale  - May 1st, 2021 
2) Pool Opens  - May 8th, 2021 
 

Reminder: 
1) Access card must have a photo.  If no 

photo, please bring a  photo ID to use 
the pool! 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 


